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To remove nutrients from eutrophi-
cated coastal areas of the Baltic 
Sea by harvesting reed beds and 
promoting an ecologically sustain-
able reed value chain in order to 
bring new reed products to the 
market. 

BIOCOMPOSITE 

ARTIFICIAL 
TURF INFILL

BUILDING 
MATERIAL 

DRINKING 
STRAWS

DISPOSABLES
FEED 

GARDEN 
PRODUCTS 

BIOGAS 

14
product 

development  

2023-2026

READ
MORE

The project is being funded by the EU’s INTERREG Central Baltic programme, which finances cross-border cooperation projects to improve the state of coastal and marine environment.



Reeds smooth out 
waves and water 
level fluctuations 
along the shoreline, 
protecting the shore 
from erosion. 

THE ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
OF REED  AS NUTRIENT 
AND CARBON BINDER 

The root system binds 
sediment, stores carbon 
and reduces erosion. 

Collecting and transporting 
reed for utilization so that 
nutrients are not released 
back into the water.

Use the gentlest possible 
harvesting technique and light-
weight machines, preferably 
floating machines for water 
harvesting. This avoids damage 
to sediment and rhizomes. 

Harvesting reeds below the 
waterline, as this can lead to 
the release of nutrients from 
the reed roots into the water. 

Harvesting on land during high 
water or  harvesting on water 
during stormy weather, because 
then the sediment is prone to 
movement. 

The increased 
nutrient load 
flowing from the 
land accelerates 
the growth of 
reeds. 

Growing reeds 
bind carbon. 

The rotting reed mass 
releases carbondioxide, 
methane,  and nutrients.

Roots take up nutrients 
from water and sediment. 
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