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Pilot location

Smerlupite or Smerlupite
(Smerla river)

Total length 7 km (Total 12 km)

Smerlupite is straightened
during the melioration process

Smerlupite collects stormwater
from 3 neighborhoods
(Mezciem, Plavnieki, Dreilini)



Pilot location

Parts of the Smerlupite flows
underground through pipes

Surrounding consist of mixed
areas - green spaces and densely
built areas




Key Challenges in Implementing NBS in Riga

Limited practical experience with NBS in

urban environments, as such solutions are

still relatively new in Latvia.

Small number of certified experts with

experience in NBS planning, design, and

implementation.

Limited understanding of NBS among

institutions responsible for approvals and

permits, which can slow down
coordination and decision-making.

Design inaccuracies identified during

construction, particularly regarding soil

balancing and terrain levelling, resulted in
additional costs and highlighted the lack
of experience with NBS design.

Lengthy design preparation and approval

process, as several deficiencies in the

technical design had to be corrected
during the review stage.
NBS is not yet fully integrated into

national regulatory frameworks, requiring
projects to adapt to existing regulations
related to rivers, urban infrastructure,
and drainage (melioration) systems.
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Monitoring solutions
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Monitoring solutions

Distribution of Responsibilities Among Municipality Departments
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Thanks for attention!

Marija Balabka, marija.balabka@riga.lv
Mara Reca, mara.reca@riga.lv

Py Co-funded by
HILCITrCyYy the European Union

Central Baltic Programme




	Slide 1:  MUSTBE Riga    Project progress
	Slide 2: MUSTBE in Rīga
	Slide 3: Pilot location 
	Slide 4: Pilot location 
	Slide 5: Key Challenges in Implementing NBS in Riga
	Slide 6: Status – work in progress  End of construction 31.05.26. End of planting of vegetation June 2026
	Slide 7: Planed NBS
	Slide 8: Monitoring solutions 
	Slide 9: Monitoring solutions 
	Slide 10: Thanks for attention!

